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Lag you many Thanks for - de” 


in ſending to me the News-Papers: They 


were an agreeable one. Baka in my Solitude; 
but of late they haye been ſo ſtuffed with 
Falſhoods and Calumnies againſt the Religion 


which I profeſs, that I begin to diſcredit what 


they contain about other Affairs. If the Ad- 
dreſſes they are filled with, if the Aſſociations 
daily ſubſcribed to, are not mote ſincere, than 
the Character given of us is true, they will not 
be very advantageous to the preſent Eſtabliſh- 
ment, which though it has not freed us from the 
Apprehenſion of the Penal Statutes, yet 1 muſt 
own, with Gratitude, it has permitted us to enjoy 
more Liberty than the preceeding Ones. 
I cannot help admiring two great Marks of 
God's Providence over us „ amidit the Slander 
caſt upon us: The. firſt is, that after reading 
ſuch . hearing ſuch Sermons, the whole 
Nation 
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3 L 4. 
Nation has not roſe againſt us as one Man, and 
executed upon us thoſe bloody Deſigns, Which 
are ſo falſely laid to our Charge ; and this Want 
of Self. Preſervation muſt be attributed, under 
God, either to the , Good=Nature. of the Gene- 
rality of this Nation, which I belieye has ſome 
Share in it, or to the Knowledge which our 
Friends and Neighbours have, that all thoſe of 
our Perſuaſion, with whom they are acquainted, 
are not guilty of thoſe enormous and abominable 
Tenets. 


fuch Papiſts are reſtrained, but thoſe "who are 
| honeſt, ſober, thinking; and ſerious Men. In this 
I admire, and, 1 hope, humbly ſubmit, to the 
Providence and Jtiſtice of God, who puniſhes the 
Good in this World, to reward their Fidelity ro 
him in the next; and ſometimes brings the others 
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to a better Senſe. of their Duty. Once more, I 
lay the Knaves and F ools of all Religions are to 
be reſtrained; and to apply this to our pre ſent 
Purpoſe, if the Catholicks hold any Tenet, con- 
trary either to civil Society, or to the Securit 
of the Government, they ouglit to be made to 
abjure ſuch Opinions, or to de caſt out of the 
Protection of the Government; for Inſtance, as 
to civil Society, they ought to acknowledge that 
Promiſes made to Heretics are binding; that to 
kill or injure Heretics, far from being meritorious, is 
ſinful; and ſo of the other Opinions of that kind 
laid to our Charge. As to the Security of the Go- 
vernment, the Oath of Allegiance has "on thought 
ſufficient for many Ages, and is ſo {till 5\ for let 
them ſay what they will, of the Pope's di 
ing Power, ſure Men of Senſe will never beliebe 
ſeriouſly, chat the Papiſin, if they thought he 
had ſuch a Power would not have had Recourſe 
to it during 200 Mears, but ſufferred ſo mat 
Perſecutions, double Taxes, even Death itſel 
Theſe Oaths would effectually unite All the 
Subjects of Grat Htitnin, aut notwithſtanding 
the infinite Variety af Opinions in other Marrers, 
make them live 0 with another, which! is all 
that good Men cob alt Denominations require. 210 
No let us conſider the Oaths which ate pre- 
3 and Yee how they are palculated to briug 
about qhatr glocioin Eddy. unlting all Ritiſß 
Subjects in peaceable Friendſhip, and ſecuring 
the Government. The firſt is, Allegiance; and 
that I own ought to be taken by every one who 
expects to be protełted by any Governmentt Pro- 
tedtion and Al n o nearly related, chat 
11 B 3 one 
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one claims the other indiſpenſably: If I am pro- 
tected, I owe Allegiance ; if I pay Allegiance, 
| ought to be protected. This is the Law of all 
Nations. | 
The ſecond is, Supremacy ; invented by Henry 
the VIIIth: And here I would ask, what is it ei- 
ther to civil Society, or the Security of the Go- 
vernment, whether I believe, or do not believe, 
that an old Gentleman, called the Pope, has ſome 
| ſpiritual Authority, which no ways affects the 
Temporality in theſe Kingdoms? This has no- 
thing to do either with civil Society, or the Se- 
curity of the Government. This is fo true, that 
even King James the firſt, in his Anſwer to Car- 
dinal Bellarmine, admits in the Pope, a Patri- 
archal Juriſdiction in the whole Welt, that in- 
cludes theſe Kingdoms, that is, a ſpiritual Pow- 
erz therefore the Oath of Supremacy may be left of, 
or the Word ſpiritual taken out of it, or at leaſt 
not be tendered, but to thoſe only, who expect 
ſpiritual Preſerments in the Church by Law eſta- 
liſhed. | 
The third is, the Teſt, brought on about the 
Time of the wicked Oates's Plot. Here the ſame 
Queſtion occurs again. What is it to civil So- 
ciety, or to the Security of the Government, whes 
ther I believe, or do not believe, that the Words 
of our Saviour operate ſo great a Change, that 
the Body and Blood of Chriſt becomes preſent; 
ſo that the whole Subſtance of Bread and Wine 
vaniſhes, and is changed into that of the Body 
and Blood of Chriſt; for that we mean by the 
Word Jranſubſtantiation? I muſt return the 
lame Aniwer, viz. This Belief no way interferes 
| ip with 


E 
with civil Society, or the Security of the Govern- 
ment; for even by the Church of Exgland's 
Catechiſm it is owned, that the Body and Blood 
of Chriſt is verily and indeed taken by the Faith- 
ful. How this may agree with taking the Teſt, 
let them look to: But we may conclude, that 
ſince we may be as good Subjects, and as good 
Neighbours without the Teſt, it ought to be laid 
aſide, or, as I ſaid before, to be tendered only to 
thoſe who aim at Preferments in the Church by 
Law eſtabliſhed. + 

The fourth is, Abjuration: This was invented 

to exclude Charles the II. but inlarged and in- 
forced in Queen Ann's Reign. This I own has 
not much Connexion with Religion, except its 
being an Oath, and ſtrengthning the Proteſtant 
Cauſe; but then it ſeems to me 1njurious both to 
the Crown and King. To the Crown, becauſe 
no one. can ſwear, unleſs he believes what he 
ſwears; no one can rationally believe what he has 
not examined ; therefore the Title to the Crown 
is by that Oath made liable to every Cobler and 
Tinker's Examination; whereas, by our ancient 
Laws, the Crown was ſuppoſed to claim our Al- 
ligiance, tho ſet upon a Mopſtick, becauſe under 
it the Subject is protected. This Oath ſeems alſo 
injurious to the King, as it deprives him of the 
Uſe of his Will and Underſtanding, to chuſe what 
he likes beſt of the infinitely various Opinions of 
bis Subjects; for ſhould he happen to leave the 
Church by Law eſtabliſhed, every one who takes 
that Oath is obliged by it to endeavour to turn 
him out, to ſettle it upon the next Heir in Com- 
munion with the Church by Law eſtabliſhed. 
| B Therefore 
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Therefore this Oath ought alſo to be laid aſide, 
and indeed what Truſt may be placed in it appears 
even by the Example of thoſs who invented it; 
for the very Aſſembly which voted Charles the 
IId. in, had taken that Oath againſt him a few Days 
before; and, if I miſtake not, General Monck had 
taken it bimſelf amongſt them. | 

Thus you ſee I have gone through all the Oaths 
put to us, avoiding all Religious Controverſies. 
I am neither a Frenchman nor a Spaniard, but a 
true ſincere Engliſhman, defiring the Peace and 
Union of the three Kingdoms. A Catholick I 
am, in Communion with the See of Rome, but 
ſo good a Subject, that ſhould the Pope himſelf 
invade this Kingdom, and my lawfu Sovereign 
be a Proteſtant, I ſhould willingly fay, if I fol- 
lowed the Profeſſion of Arms, what a Nobleman 
ſaid to Queen E/izaberh (ſhe a Proteſtant and he 
a Catholick,) Madam, if the Pope comes, I'll kneel 
down and kiſs his Toe, as St. Peter's Succeſſor 
and Chriſt's Vicar upon Earth; then riſe up and 
ſhoot him through the Head, Nod invading your 
Majeſty's Dominions. = 
This makes it plain, that aCatholick may be 
both a good Neighbour, and a good Subject; 
the Oath of Allegiance he may take, and will keep, 
without having any Diſpenſation to. break it, 
without asking or accepting any ſuch Diff afa- 
tion. Why then accompany it with other Oaths 
that have nothing to da with real Society, with 
the Security of the Government, or are. in jurious 
to the Crown and King ! This amazes. ir, 


PT Tour humble Simons; 


Nov. 19, 1745. C. v. Chriſtian Catholic. 


